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SPECIAL SESSION
PROTECTING JOURNALISTS AND
PROMOTING INDEPENDENT REPORTING
IN CRISIS SITUATIONS

ISTANBUL, 24 May 2016. With record numbers of people requiring life-saving assistance and
funding drastically short of meeting those needs, leaders today concluded the first-ever World
Humanitarian Summit in Istanbul endorsing five responsibilities to improve aid delivery, support
refugees, uphold international law, increase financing and prevent the crises generating the
largest migration flows in 70 years.

“This unique Summit has set us on a new course”, Secretary-General BAN KI-MOON said in
closing remarks. “It is not an end point, but
a turning point”

Governments, people affected by crisis, non-governmental organizations, the private sector and
the United Nations had come together to support the Agenda for Humanity and its five core
responsibilities. “Implementing this Agenda is a necessity if we are to enable people to live in
dignity and prosperity”, he declared.

Indeed, he said, humanitarian and development partners had agreed on a new way of working
to reduce the need for humanitarian action, while aid agencies and donor Governments had
committed to a “Grand Bargain” that placed resources in the hands of those who needed them.
Governments had committed to do more to prevent conflict, uphold international law and live up
to the promise of the United Nations Charter.

Mr. Ban said he would report to the General Assembly in September on the Summit’s
achievements and propose ways to advance the commitments. To be sure, the people
enduring conflict today and those working to alleviate their suffering were the true humanitarian
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heroes. “The World Humanitarian Summit must deliver for you”, he said.

The two-day Summit brought together 55 Heads of State and Government and other officials
from 173 countries. Hundreds of representatives from the private sector and thousands from
civil society also attended, marking a diverse range of actors discussing new ways to alleviate
suffering, including by addressing the social, economic and other inequities that could ignite
simmering tensions into violent conflict.

In addition, the Summit featured seven high-level leaders’ round table discussions in which
Heads of State and Government and representatives of civil society, the private sector,
philanthropy and the United Nations announced commitments to improve humanitarian
responses.

Fifteen special sessions were held, in which participants outlined individual pledges to help
those affected by disasters and conflict. Seven of the special sessions were held today,
covering themes of humanitarian principles, protection of journalists, humanitarian
intervention, young people, business, risk analysis and efforts to place people at the centre of
humanitarian action. Speakers announced commitments to better engage a range of
stakeholders in the search for pragmatic solutions to complex dilemmas. The eight special
sessions held on Monday, 23 May, covered religious engagement, migrants, persons with
disabilities, education, Islamic social finance, global health, regional action, and a global alliance
for urban crises.

The plenary sessions, which was held alongside the other events, closed with an interactive
panel moderated by United Nations Deputy Secretary-General Jan Eliasson and featuring
discussion with Maria Verdnica Bastias, Regional Coordinator for the Global Network of Civil
Society Organizations for Disaster Reduction; Butch Meily, President of the Philippine Disaster
Recovery Foundation; Frangoise Sivignon, President of Médecins du Monde; and Mevlit
Cavusoglu, Foreign Minister of Turkey.

The Summit’s closing ceremony featured performances by the Kenya State House Girls
Performance Group, Syrian Boys Choir and the Adiyaman Temporary Housing Facility
Performance Group, as well as Yvonne Chaka Chaka, United Nations Millennium Development
Goals Envoy for Africa. A video of Summit highlights was also shown.
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